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FOR CO’S

It may come as a
surprise  that  Sergei
Sorokin, now an active
supporter  of the
conscientious  objec-
tion movement, is
actually a soil scientist
by training. About 5
years ago Sergei's office
at the Soil Science
Institute in  Moscow
also became the site of
numerous consultations
in person and by
telephone  with a
growing number of
young men whose
convictions  prevented
them from serving in
the military. The new
Constitution of the Russian Federation affirmed
the right of Russian men to choose alternative
civil service in its Article 59. Since its adoption in
April 1992 Sergei and others working in the field
of conscientious objection at last had a solid legal
basis on which to defend their nghts.

As people became more acquainted with
their rights to alternative service and began taking
draft commissions to court, Sergei's activity
expanded to include the defense of young COs in
court cases. Despite his lack of formal legal
training, Sergei, intelligent and with an excellent
memory for detail, yet humble and very
personable, is well-suited to this work.

Mission Statement

Friends House Moscow is an initiative of Friends
worldwide which seeks to encourage spiritual growth and
the development of a civil society based on mutual trust
and community cooperation. We aim to provide a stable

and visible presence in the face of rapidly changing
conditions as we express the unique faith and practice of
the Religious Society of Friends. We put this faith into
action by working for social justice based on our
fundamental belief in the presence of
God in each individual.

Sergei Sorokin (center) and fellow CO advocates

The first case he took on was that of his own
son Mikhail, who received his draft notice in June
1992. Sergei drew up a formal refusal to serve and
prepared to defend his son in court. Despite Article
59, this refusal was not granted.

This outrageous situation has repeated itself
over and over again and continues to do so; judges
have often justified their decisions by pointing to the
fact that there is no law yet providing for alternative
service. In the case of Sergei's son, only the fact of
his entering an institute ensured his exemption from
military service until graduation. In the hundreds of
cases that Sergei has defended since, he has leamed
that the best decision to be hoped for 1s that military
obligation will be suspended until the adoption of a
law on alternative civil service.

Currently there is a bill on alternative civil
service co-written by Duma Deputies Valerii
Borshchev and Sergei Grushchak which will be
coming up soon for a second hearing in the Duma;
Sergei was invited to speak to the working group
which was evaluating this bill to make his own
comments and recommendations.

In the meantime, Sergei has also given
numerous radio interviews and participated in press
conferences and demonstrations with the goal of
informing more of Russia's citizens of their rights. In
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