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I Help for Chechen Refugees in Moscow

Thousands of refugees from Chechnya are
living in and near Moscow. Most do not have am
cannot obtain documentation that would entitle
them to services in Russia such as housing,
employment, medical care and school for their
children. In addition, they are not eligible for the
assistance given refugees of foreign countries.
Many live on the margins of life, supported by
friends and family, while some are homeless am
hungry .

. Tamara, one of these refugees writes of
her experience:

"Our third child, Leila,finished school in
1992. Already by that time we were afraidfor our
children, so I didn't let her study further. The
atmosphere was alreadyone of alarm: even then
people would sometimes go missing. There
weren't many teachers in the schools - since 1989
Russian language specialists began to move away,
and then later Chechens did too.

"They'd say, 'They aren't giving us
independence,' but why do I need independence
when my brother was killed, leaving behind 3
little [!irls?...

"We came to Moscow in the summer of
1993, in June I think, with our oldest son and my
sister. We came to buy up cigarettes to take back
to Grozny and sell so as to have something to live
on. In the fall 1 brought the rest of our children
here, and I left tojoin my husband (in Chechnya).

"No one expected what then happened in
Chechnya. We thought that they would remove
Dudaev (the elected leader) from power, that
Russia didn't like him. But it turned out instead
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Tamara's son Zelim was in the CPS program

that they decided to destroy all of us. Each last one of
us... [Can you imagine] that in our time they would
kill people that way?.. -

"When they shot down the first Russian
helicopter, my brother was riding by, and he put the
wounded pilot in his car and took him to the hospital;
in other words, there still wasn't any enmity.

"Now in our family only 3 younger children
and 2 ofmy daughters have refugee status; I also have
a son and eldest daughter who has her own children.
Without a [document of registration] one can't even
think about getting a job.

(continued on page 2)

New Law Restricts
Religious Activities

This September the Russian Duma and
President Yeltsin reached agreement on a law to restrict
the activity of religious groups who could not
demonstrate that they have existed in Russia for 15
years. These groups are permitted to meet, but only
in private homes and without any rights to teach
children, train clergy, publish materials, invite
foreigners, rent or own property, and other restrictions.
They are required to register every year with the state,
and it is not clear they will be consistently permitted
to register and finally gain the status of full-fledged
religious organizations. Many groups are affected

(continued on page 3)




