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Julie Harlow

Reviving
Volunteerism in

Gatchina

The term "volunteer" took
on a new and negative meaning in
the Soviet Union. It was a
required, non-paid day of service,
enforced by employers and social
pressure. Although Soviet citizens
would boast to foreign visitors
about the accomplishments of such
work days, there was a sense of
relief at the demise of this tradition

with the collapse of the Soviet
Union.

Ge~~ing teenagers to
revive the more universal concept
of willingly giving their time and
effort for the good of others is no
small task. This was the goal of
the third annual Eco Camp held in
July of 2002.

Eleven volunteers came
from Volfodonsk, Sofia, Moscow,
Dzerzhinsk, and Gatchina to
donate their time and energy to cleaning public areas in the town of Gatchina. They tidied up rubbish in the
park, did weeding around the buildings and cleaned the ponds and canals. This year two or three other
camps were held too, following our example, so the spirit seems to be spreading.

Teens in Gatchina clean a public park.

Hostages vs. Peaceful Solutions
I

by Julie Harlow
On October 23, as the members of the FHM Board gathered in Moscow for the annual meeting,

Chechen extremists took control of a large downtown theater holding over 700 citizens hostage. Yasmin
Alibhai-Brown wrote in the UK periodical The Independent: "Russian authorities describe them as Muslim

separatists ..: (but they call themselves) paramilitaries
fighting for freedom from Russian occupation". Their
demand: pull all Russian troops out of Chechnya.. Putin's
response: there will be no negotiation with terrorists. The
tension in the city was palpable - on the streets, in the
subway, in the shops. Many feared that the situation was
doomed to end in many deaths.

Nevertheless, on Saturday, October 26, the
Moscow Times reported on 2 peace demonstrations
Friday. About 200 people held a rally near Red Square
and another 200 demonstrated near the captured theater.

FHMMission Statement
Friends House Moscow is an initiative of Friends worldwide

which seeks to encourage spiritual growth and the development
of a civil society based on mutual trust and community

cooperation. We aim to provide a stable and visible presence in
the face of rapidly changing conditions as we express the unique
faith and practice of the Religious Society of Friends. We put this

faith into action by working for social justice based on our
fundamental belief in the presence of

God in each individual.

continued on page 2




